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—s.acontemporary Notes
is, more than anything, a critique of situation. It questions the situation we are

— in, while honestly depicting that which we could be in; and that situation is all
. ,{’T':_\ - about art; it is between what is real and what seems real. Crises, their mere exis-
e e e LN CE ANl sheer diversity, distort thought and obscure reflection making mental
é%imlaﬁm and idled creativity seem justified. Meanwhile, deceptive hands of

i seeming power, encouragingly and outwardly compassionately, attune the

== artist’s mind from a state of ambitiousness to idleness. Those hands could

====qxtend from the social status quo, or represent the interests of those who reck-
lessly drag Middle Eastern art to a local market. The situation in the Middle East
is such that instability in the social, economic and political realms causes artists
___not to reflect on their own world but become tools to — at best — analyze the
status quo — in the simplest way possible — and represent it — in a general light.
And in the third world, when this exercise in telling the told and stating the
_obvious takes on the form of photography, or painting or video, it is called art.
There is nothing wrong with protesting art but things start to get suspicious
when the art leaves the artist behind to turn into a banal manifesto for the politi-
cal self-expression of people who in these situations merely play the role of a
‘morally sound disgruntled citizen/artist. In these circumstances, rather than
reflecting on taste and emotion, and thinking the situation anew, the mind
—becomes a paragraph of political and social memoire that is framed and sold.
In any case, Contemporary Notesis a group with no political posing and postur-
ing whose significance is not because of the position they take, nor because
they express their position, but because of the tone with which they express

they express their thoughts and reflections (or their day-to-day art) in the
language and the mood of today’s art. In this exhibition, we are saying that an
=artist can say new things through the most basic media and in the simplest form
-regardless of the place from which or in which he or she speaks. All of these
—a— V€T YOUNQ artists express themselves unbounded by the place they belong
and seek not to market themselves but to be the artists they truly are. So
without intellectual self-expression, they see their instinct as the source of the
need to think and reflect. And they think according to instinct in a way that taste
and emotion, and not their situation (as Iranians) make their work appealing
not to the controversies of their times, but to their day.
The idea of this exhibition materialized around last January and it would not
“— have been possible without the help of friends. | wish to thank Afarin Neysari,
—_Jason Reza'ian, Lombard Freid Gallery, Omid Tehrani and Mahdis Keshavarz. And
| especially wish to thank my friends Kamruz Aram, Ali Bani-5adr, Tala Madani,
Setareh Shahbazi, Ala Dehghan, Arash Sedaghatkish and Nazgol Ansari-Nia and
thﬁi;} galleries for trusting me and leaving their works in my possession to
exhibit.

Vahid Sharifian — November 2010

their situation and play a role, however small, in the international art scene. For’
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KAMROOZ ARAM

~ Born 1978, Shiraz, Iran
s Lives and works in Brooklyn, New York

= From the Mystical visiens and comics wibranions seres, pen on pager, 360385 om, 2008 {detail)
From the Mystical visians and comics vibeations series, pen on paper, 40,5043 em, 2000



g
\ (el
NSO e

Born 1971, Tehran, Iran
Lives and works in Tehran, Iran

> Untited (patsems), Dgital drawing and ink on tracieg papex 4331 cm, 2008
Untited (patteres), Dgitaldrwing and ink on tacing paper 4352 em, 2008




ALA DEHGHAN

Born 1982, Tehran, Iran
Lives and works in Tehran

> Forest god, Minsd meedia on pape, 20027 cm, 2010 fdetail)
Btack magic bax, Mised media on pager, 20x27 cm, 2010



i ALl BANISADR

Born 1976, Tehran, Iran
Lives and works in New York

= Uinfitled 1, Messsprint on paper, 30,523 cm, 2010
Uintitiied 1, Manoprint o pager, 232305 gm, 2010



ARASH SEDAGHAT-
Born 1972, Shiraz, Iran
Lives and works in Tehran

= Uintitled ek and drawing s paper, 29,521 am, 2000
Uintiiee, Ink an drawing on paper, 29,521 em, 2010




SETAREH SHAHBAZI

Born 1978, Tehran, Iran
Lives and works in Berlin and Beirut

= (ats, Inkjet print on aluminum, 60x45 om, 2010
Lirters, Inkjet print on sbeminum, 30w40 cm, 2070




TALA MADANI
= Born 1981, Tehran, Iran
Lives and works in New York and Amsterdam

= 14 imiithed, pencil on paper, 31234 cm, J000
#5 unfitled, marker & pencil on paper, 29,7121 ¢m, 2010
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—p— Lives and warks in New York and Amsterdam EE———
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